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Recent hires at Wipfli signal real estate
services expansmn in TC market

By Rick Thomas

ere is 0o shortage of crifical issues and opportu-
nities facing today’s construction and real estate
companies. Literally as T developed this article, van-

ous regulators, are discussing eyerything from
increased governance to mandated fmancial controls,
each of which will significantly impact the real estate
industry, To say that properfy owners, developers and
general confractors owners must remain agile n this

Congressman Paulsen labels |-94 interchange
development as “high priority”

If has been abouf twenty yvears since the inifial dis-
cussion of building an interchange to accommodate
the fravel needs of Hassan Towmship and Rogers cifi-
zenship. Advance forward to April 9, 2000 and based
on an “orientation 7 tour and gathering of representa-
fives of the surrounding towns, various federal and
state agencies, and most significantly, the enthusiastic
parficipation by US Congressman Eric Paulsen, 1t
appeats that there will no longer be six miles of ammoy-
ing inaccessibility along Highway I-94 in Northwest
Hennepin County, Itis the last fransporfafion dnosanr
of the Metro area. Just ask the 100,000 plus cars that
drive it daily.

The fayorable winds of opfimism inifally arrived
with the April, 2008 release of the lengthy yet com-

prehensive Northwest Hennepin
County I-94 Suburban Area trans-
portation Study. A “Clff Notes”
summary would quickly fake you to
an cutcome that sipulates the leca-
tion of the 1-94 inferchange af the
Brocktom Lane bridge location that
currenfly spans -84, In King Solo-
manesque fashion, the location for
the new mterchange will judicious-
Ly split the cwrrent six mile stretch in half-with thus
providing just three miles of I-94 travel to the next east
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economy it a profound understatement. To suggest
that professional resources ie. accounting firms can
correspondingly blend agility info established process
and protocols 1s golng to be the test of which the win-
ners will secure ncreased market share, Wipili is one
such accounting services firm that 1s aggressively rais-
g the bar in this market,

“Today's opportunity,” suggests Laurd Roberts,
Wipfli's Twmn Cities Region managing partner, is to
provide uniquely talored value-added, services that
g0 well beyond fradifional CFA services, We deter-
mined m early 2008 that the “impending” recession
was going to present our commercial real estate clients
with ahost of new challenges, We have responded by
commitfing additicmal resources of talent and fechni-
cal skills to the growth of the construction and real
estafle praciice m the Twmn Cifies, We lmow that
despite this economy, our ulimate goal of increased
profitability for our chents 1s more attainable because
of our expansive resources,” Roberts also indicated
that Wipfli will comtinue to respond to emerging eco-
nomic trends by further commitfing resources fo
expand services for the constuction and real estate
wdusiry in general.
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Proactive industrial
landlords enhance current
occupancy, performance
while positioning for the
future

By Jaron Meper and Jon Yania

he facts can be quite daunting: In 2008, Minneso-

ta’s manufacturing sector bost 15 600 jobs. Trans-
portation, trade and utility firms ot another 15,300 jobs
and constuction lost 11 200 jobs, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Employment and Economic
Development.

And cuts are not over. DEFD expects transportation
and warehousing will slash roughly [ S jobs durdng
the next 12 manths. Airlines will reduce their work-
forces, and general freight-trucldng firms will cut jobs
as trucking demand drops with decreasing economic
activity. More cuts also are expected at mamifacturing
companies, espedally among printing plants, plastic
and rubber product companies, food manufaciirers and
paper manufacturers.
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